On the trail of Kunta Kinte’s “ROOTS”, an international,
multi-racial group travels the Trans-Atlantic Slave Route
together doing what few have dared to do . . .
confront racism, pursue reconciliation
and apologize for the horrific legacy of slavery.
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Yokes and Chains

A Journey to Forgiveness & Freedom

A n Educational Documentary
DRAFT Synopsis
For millions of Americans the groundbreaking 1977 broadcast of the television
series “ROOTS” transformed the way they looked at themselves, their families
and their nation.
The enthralling saga of enslaved West African Kunta Kinte and his descendants
gave African Americans a sense of pride in their heritage beyond slavery. For
white Americans, it taught them a history they had never learned in school and
brought about a greater sensitivity and awareness of slavery. Broadcast following America's Bicentennial, it sparked intense discussions on U.S. history and
race relations. Controversial, thought-provoking and highly entertaining, it was
television at its best.
Today, nearly 30 years later, and on the eve of the 200-year anniversaries to
abolish the slave trade in Britain and the US, a new educational documentary
attempts to follow in those thought-provoking footsteps. "Yokes and Chains:
A Journey to Forgiveness and Freedom" (working title) chronicles the adventures of a multi-racial and
international group as it travels along former slave routes, bringing an apology for the horrific legacy of
the Transatlantic slave trade.
With Africans leading the way and black slave descendants walking alongside, white Europeans and Americans walk in replica yokes and chains as a symbolic sign of apology. They are part of the Lifeline Expedition whose purpose is to promote education, racial reconciliation, healing and understanding by bringing
together people from all the corners of the slave trade - Africa, the Americas and Europe.
Together they encounter slavery's painful history as they walk the grounds of slave castles in Africa . . .
discover the "killing fields" of sugar plantations in the Caribbean . . . and visit slave markets in the United
States where Africans were sold like cattle.
A major feature of the series includes retracing the steps of Kunta Kinte and visiting well-known sites from
the "ROOTS" series. From the village in Juffuere where he was taken captive, to the site in Annapolis,
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Maryland where he arrived on a London slave ship in 1767, whites
and blacks now come together and find understanding, reconciliation and healing.
Like "ROOTS," these expeditions stir emotions . . . from militant
white supremacists in the U.S. who protest nearly every location
the team visits on the East Coast . . . to angry African Americans
at James Island in The Gambia who are offended at white people
visiting their sacred place.

For many African Americans and black slave descendants it is
a chance to vent feelings that are hidden and rarely expressed:

"I read stories of what they did to my forefathers and the anger, I can't even begin to describe it . . . You made us hate being black. It
tore us apart. And today it still tears many of
us apart." Christopher Stradford Green, African American

"It was very hard to come to grips with a
country that hates me and I don't mean me
personally, but hates the color of my skin."
Sonja Barnett, African American

"I look at the children whose lives have been
torn apart, dysfunction of family because of
slavery many years ago." Delores McQuinn,
Vice Mayor, Richmond, VA

While extreme in their views, white supremacists vocalize
some of the unexpressed thoughts of white people:
"I believe that I'm not personally responsible for anything that has happened. My parents are both immigrants. I don't believe we should still be talking about
this today."
"We feel that their cause - it's been long gone at this
point.
All they're doing is serving to stir up a little bit of hatred and chaos."
"Every civilization has owned slaves - why are there
only white people in yokes and chains over there? It's
disgusting and we're here to protest it."
"We don't believe in instilling whites and particularly
our children with a guilt complex.”
“Why can't we have pride as well?"
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But nearly every place the team travels, thousands of people are
moved and transformed by the group's multi-racial unity, humility
and desire for forgiveness and reconciliation.

As David Pott, Lifeline Expedition leader explains, the Lifeline Expedition’s intent is not to make white people feel guilty, but that "we
must take accountability as people for the actions of our forefathers
and be ready to express sorrow and ask for forgiveness about that."

In Annapolis, the team participates in a Reconciliation Walk sponsored by the Alex Haley/Kunta Kinte Foundation. As hundreds of
people and dozens of reporters and media look on, David Pott from
England kneels on the docks where Kunta Kinte's ship is believed to
have arrived:

"I acknowledge that ships from my city brought thousands of enslaved Africans to Maryland. And I ask
forgiveness for the African Americans here today for
the horrors that were endured by your ancestors on
London slave ships."

Joseph Zintseme from Cameroun, Africa apologizes on behalf of Africa's
involvement in the slave trade:
"On behalf of Africa to my African brothers and sisters, forgive us for betraying you and sending you to a
foreign land."

Some onlookers are unmoved by the display of humility. One
African American man says,
“they can never repay for what they did to us 400 years
ago. They will never be forgiven for what they did to us.
Never happen."

But the audience cheers and is moved when Orlando Ridout IV,
descendant of Kunta Kinte's slave auctioneer, and Chris Haley,
descendant of Kunta Kinte and nephew of Alex Haley, commit
their efforts to reconciliation and healing.

"I've never seen anything like this. In my heart, I know
that today I totally forgive. I thought this was an excellent way to bring people together and remove all the guilt
and pain of the past. And I don't know about anybody
else, but for me it was done today."
– Anita Green, African American woman
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Perhaps some of the greatest transformation occurs in team members
themselves. As they journey together, not only do they learn about
slavery and the costly price of its legacy, but they confront racist attitudes in their own hearts and minds as they learn to listen to and
understand each other.

Cameras capture startling confessions and raw emotion as the team
members begin to identify with what slaves may have experienced,
and with the racism and prejudice many slave descendants still face
today.

But as understanding, trust and forgiveness are extended, healing
and reconciliation begins to take place, transforming their perception
of each other and themselves.

"To be able to hear the apologies and hear the
confessions, I needed it, I think every African
American needs to hear it and it's been very
healing." – Sonja Barnett, African American

You're the first person to move me with a spirit
of forgiveness." - Tee Turner, African American

"I can actually forgive not only you, I can forgive myself. Today, I can actually say that I
can put it behind me now." - Christopher Stradford Green, African American

"My heart has been changed today. It has been
lifted and I want to say, thank you, thank you
for what you have done today." Vice-Mayor Delores L. McQuinn, Richmond, VA., African American

Can these expeditions of reconciliation and forgiveness really make a
difference? Nearly three years later, follow up interviews with key
people involved testify as to the lasting results. In most cases, positive change has occurred.

Since "Roots" was first broadcast, African Americans have made great
strides in the US. For the first time in history, African Americans hold
the positions of Secretary of State, a Senator running for President,
and two coaches in the Super Bowl. But underneath this apparent
advancement are still hidden residual issues of slavery and racism.
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While interviewed for a biography documentary with this production
company in 1983, Alex Haley said his dream was to someday see healing
and reconciliation take place between whites and blacks. That dream is
now beginning to come true. Just as "Roots" transformed individuals
and changed a nation's social conscious, "Yokes and Chains: A Journey to Forgiveness and Freedom" promises to do the same for a new
generation who desires to not just understand the history of their
"roots," but who want to see true healing and transformation take place.

Michael Lienau on location with
Alex Haley, Nov. 15, 1983

" 'Yokes and Chains' pains
me, but gives me hope to
keep going."
- George Haley, brother of Alex Haley,
Former Ambassador to The Gambia,
October, 2006

Atlantic slave trade
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
Legacy of racism
Maulana Karenga states that the effects of slavery where "the morally monstrous destruction of human possibility involved
redefining African humanity to the world, poisoning past, present and future relations with others who only know us
through this stereotyping and thus damaging the truly human relations among peoples." He cites that it constituted the
destruction of culture, language, religion and human possibility.[7]
Apologies
At the 2001 World Conference Against Racism in Durban South Africa, African nations demanded a clear apology for the
slavery from the former slave-trading countries. Some EU nations were ready to express an apology, but the opposition,
mainly from the United Kingdom, Spain, Netherlands, Portugal, and the United States blocked attempts to do so. A fear of
monetary compensation was one of the reasons for the opposition. Apologies on behalf of African nations, for their role in
trading their countrymen into slavery, also remains an open issue, too uncomfortable and politically inconvenient to address.
On November 28th, 2006, Tony Blair made a partial apology for Britain's role in the African slavery trade. However African
rights activists denounced it as "empty rhetoric" that failed to address the issue properly. They feel his apology stopped
shy to prevent any legal retort.[citation nee

www.yokesandchains.com
©Global Net Productions, Inc. • 360.387.8222 • contact@globalnetproductions.com
All materials confidential ©2007 Global Net Productions. Unauthorized use or distribution of concepts or
materials described herein may be a violation of applicable laws.

Production Background

Yokes and Chains is largely based on the reconciliation journeys of the Lifeline Expedition, a non-profit
group based in London, England. International teams led by former school teacher David Pott, leader of
the Lifeline Expedition, have journeyed to England, France, Spain, Portugal, the United States, the Caribbean, South America and Africa.
Yokes and Chains first takes place in the U.S. as camera crews follow a team for several weeks as they
travel up and down major slave ports on the East Coast in a motor home. More than 65 hours of footage
are shot, capturing powerful public events and strident opposition by white supremacist groups. Just before the journey, David Pott, receives hundreds of hostile emails, even death threats from those groups
who show up at every public event and vocalize their opposition.
The journey continues in the Caribbean and South America where a vast majority of slaves brought from
Africa arrived. Another 65 hours are shot during this journey, with powerful events and discoveries in Barbados and Cartagena, Colombia – regions where the legacy of racism, poverty and injustice is still starkly
evident. Rounding off the trail of the Trans-Atlantic slave trade the team ends up traveling through five
West African countries with government and tribal leaders listening to apologies being made for the negative impact slavery had made on their nations. With forgiveness extended healing has begun. Over 300
hours of raw footage has been captured in this epic journey.
The final stage of the seven year Lifeline Expedition will conclude in 2007 with the March of the Abolitionists which is a National Project for the Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade in the British Empire.
Schoolchildren will participate during the walks with educational forums and outreach to schools, museums, and community centers.

Visual Style
The visual style of Yokes and Chains is unscripted documentary interspersed with supplemental interviews,
narration and on-camera hosting by celebrity hosts. The camera is right in the middle of the action, capturing emotional outbursts or dramatic confrontations as the team journeys along former slave routes. A
3D “cosmic zoom” effect is used on sepia treated historical maps, flying the viewer in a visual way from a
modern day perspective right down to the very locations where Kunta-Kinte and millions of other slaves
walked. Scenes from the TV Series “Roots” are juxtaposed with HD footage of the present day locations
and people the Lifeline team visit. Creative CGI effects enhance the story-line, and make the historical
segments come alive.
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GLOBAL NET PRODUCTIONS PROFILE

Global Net Productions is an award winning television and video production company that specializes in a
variety of educational documentary, entertainment, corporate and motivational programming. Credits include documentaries that have been seen on National Geographic Television, Discovery International and
PBS.
Global Net Productions was founded in 1978 by Michael Lienau. When Mount St. Helens erupted on May
18, 1980, Michael was one of the first cinematographers to photograph the devastation at the mountain
from the ground, risking his life to gather the images the world was waiting for. Caught in the second
largest eruption, the camera crew barely escaped with their lives.
A major focus of Global Net Productions over the past 29 years has been numerous documentaries on
social and racial issues, including programs such as “Return of the Raven,” (PBS) profiling the only Native
American to take a stand against the US Government and win; two biography documentaries (NHK & PBS)
on the life of Alex Haley (author of “Roots”); and other award winning projects, including “Healing America’s Wounds” which has aired internationally and deals with racial issues and historic wounds facing Native Americans, African Americans and the power of reconciliation and forgiveness to heal some of those
wounds.
Other clients/shows include BBC, NHK, EOTV, ABC, NBC, CBS, CNN, Good Morning America, The Today
Show, Dateline NBC, FOX News, and many others. Michael co-produced a CBS Movie-of-the-Week, “Not
Our Son,” on Paul Keller, the most prolific arsonist in US history.

“30 years after watching the landmark television series “Roots,” it is now my dream
to continue to portray similar stories of our connectedness to history and each other.
To paint stories of this unusual human response that I have witnessed over the past
few decades . . . personal stories of reconciliation with people whose lives were once
filled with pain and resentment, are now filled with hope. Hope that the human race
can forgive, and that those who have enmity toward one another can be reconciled
and partner together for the purpose of creating a better world for future generations.” - Michael Lienau, Filmmaker

While on this “road to reconciliation” founders Michael and
Shari Lienau were presented with an opportunity to live out
racial reconciliation by embracing and adopting five Native
American/Hispanic children. With four of their own, they now
have nine children between the ages of six and fifteen.
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The Roots of Reconciliation
400 March in Annapolis to Help Heal Slavery's Wounds
By Christian Davenport
Washington Post Staff Writer
Thursday, September 30, 2004; Page B01
Whites wore T-shirts that said "So Sorry" and armbands labeled "Penitent." Blacks displayed
bands that said "Forgiver." They converged yesterday on what is now the Annapolis City Dock, a
spot where slaves were once bought and sold.
About 400 people joined what organizers described as a "reconciliation march" through downtown Annapolis, ending at the Maryland State House, where descendants of the slave Kunta Kinte
and of auctioneer John Ridout, the man who sold him into bondage in 1767, embraced.

Orlando Ridout IV, left, a descendant of a slave auctioneer,
embraces Chris Haley, right, a descendant of Kunta
Kinte's, and Kunta Kinte foundation official Leonard Blackshear. (Mark Gail -- The Washington Post)

"Today we are here to show that we in Annapolis have the will to take persistent steps toward applying chemotherapy to that cancer, racism," said Leonard Blackshear, president of the Kunta
Kinte-Alex Haley Memorial Foundation, which helped organize the event. Kunta Kinte was memorialized in the best-selling book "Roots," written by Haley, another descendant of the slave's.
The march comes during a troubled period for race relations in Anne Arundel County. A series of
racially tinged incidents over the past few years has raised concerns among government officials
and community leaders.
In 1999, County Executive Janet S. Owens canceled the county's "Adopt a Road" program rather
than let a local chapter of the Ku Klux Klan put its name on a road sign. Last year, five South
River High School students were arrested and charged with hate crimes for allegedly spraypainting pro-Klan messages in school stairwells and distributing neo-Nazi fliers.
Supporters of Sojourner Douglas College, a Baltimore-based African American institution that
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plans to open a campus in Anne Arundel, accused residents who recently opposed the plan of doing so out of racial animus -- a charge that residents denied. And this week, the FBI announced
that it was opening a civil rights investigation into the death of an African American student who
died last summer during a brawl.
"Given those incidents, that's all the more reason why we should reverse the tendency toward hatred," said John Coursey, pastor of Sollers United Methodist Church in Lothian.
The Annapolis rally was the first of several in the United States to be staged by the Lifeline Expedition, which has sponsored similar marches in Europe. Organizers said they hope yesterday's
demonstration will help ease the county's racial tensions. They said they are planning community
meetings to help residents deal with the harmful ways in which slavery resonates.
City officials feared that the rally could spark unrest or violence. About a dozen uniformed officers were on hand throughout the 2 1/2-hour event; they reported no arrests or incidents.
As the marchers made their way to the capitol, members of the white supremacist group National
Alliance held up signs that said, "You are entering a WHITE GUILT zone" and followed the
marchers along the quarter-mile route.
"Many would say it's over, that racism is a dead issue," said David Pott, a Lifeline member." But
pointing to a demonstrator, he added: "As we can see, it's not. That just means we have more
work to do."
As part of the rally, several white descendants of slave owners were chained together by the descendants of slaves. Those whites also wore a yoke around their necks.
Pott said the chains and yokes were merely symbols and were not meant to offend. By reversing
the roles -- having the whites led in chains by blacks -- "we're creating a new story," he said.
"We're transforming this into a message of togetherness. . . . I don't think it goes too far. Slavery
went too far."
At one point, he bowed his head and apologized for his English ancestors. "I ask forgiveness of
African Americans here today for the horrors endured by your ancestors on London slave ships,"
he said.
Orlando Ridout IV, 82, who lives on the Annapolis farm his family has owned since 1783, said he
joined Alex Haley's nephew, Chris Haley, also a descendant of Kunta Kinte's, to signal a healing
of slavery's lingering wounds.
"I think it's very important to make people realize that we can be friends, that we are friends," he
said.
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